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Art Curriculum Scope and Sequence 
Content Area Visual Art Course Title/Grade Level: 6th Grade Art  
 

General Overview and Pacing: Students participate in project-based activities in specialized 
classrooms. They learn to apply critical reasoning, problem-solving, and thinking skills and 

strategies.  
Topic/Unit Name Suggested Pacing (Days/Weeks) 

Topic/Unit #1 Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art  
through Line, Color, and Pattern 

1.5-2 weeks/marking period 

Topic/Unit #2 Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art through 
Space and Proportion  1-2 weeks/marking period 

Topic/Unit #3 Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art  
through Shape and Form 

2-2.5 weeks/marking period 

Topic/Unit #4 Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art  
through Realism  

3 weeks/marking period  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic/Grade Level- Art/ Sixth Grade 
Timeline- Full Marking Period 

STANDARDS  
NJCCCS/NJSLS - 6-8Art  

1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language barriers  
throughout time.  INDICATOR  Describe the intellectual and emotional significance conveyed by the application of the elements of art and the 
principles of design in different historical eras and cultures.  
1.2 History of Arts and Culture 
1.2.8.A.2-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight into the 
lives of people and their values. INDICATOR  Differentiate past and contemporary works of dance, music, theatre and visual art that represent 
important ideas, issues, and events that are chronicled in the histories of diverse cultures.  
1.2.8.A.3-  CONTENT STATEMENT  The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages .   INDICATOR  Analyze the 
social, historical, and political impact of artist on culture and the impact of culture on the arts.  
1.3 Performance 
1.3.8.D.1-  CONTENT STATEMENT  The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and  
rhythm/movement . INDICATOR  Incorporate various art elements and principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion and rhythm/ 
movement in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad array of art media and art mediums to enhance the 
expression oc creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, value, and pattern).  
1.3.8.D.2-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide variety of 
art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the 
appropriate tools associated with working in these mediums, are components of art-making. INDICATOR  Apply various art media, art 
mediums, technologies, and process in the creation of allegorical, theme- based, two- and three-dimensional works of art, using tools and 
technologies that are appropriate to the theme and goals.  
1.3.8.D.3-  CONTENT STATEMENT  The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual statements (e.g.,  
physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 
INDICATOR  Identify genres of art (including realism, abstract/non objective art, and conceptual art) within various context using appropriate 
art vocabulary, and solve hands-on visual problems using a variety of genre styles.  
1.3.8.D.6-  CONTENT STATEMENT   The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials (including 
digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. INDICATOR  Synthesize the physical properties, 
and process, and techniques for visual communication in multiple art media (including digital media), and apply this knowledge to the creation 
of original artworks.  
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies  



1.4.8.A.3-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical era and 
genre.  INDICATOR  Distinguish among artist styles, trends, and movements in dance, music, theatre, and visual art within diverse cultures 
and historical eras.  
1.4.8.A.5-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making.   INDICATOR  Interpret symbolism and 
metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 
1.4.8.A.6-  CONTENT STATEMENT  Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform the 
creation of criteria for judging originality.  INDICATOR   Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use conventional 
elements of style to express new ideas.  

SIXTH GRADE National Core Art Standards  
Sixth Grade 
CREATING  
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
VA:Cr1.1.6a - Combine concepts collaboratively to generate innovative ideas for creating art. 
VA:Cr1.2.6a - Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content for creating art. 
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
VA:Cr2.1.6a- Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, and approaches in making works of art and design. 
VA:Cr2.2.6a- Explain environmental implications of conservation, care, and clean-up of art materials, tools, and equipment. 
VA:Cr2.3.6a - Design or redesign objects, places, or systems that meet the identified needs of diverse users. 
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work. 
VA:Cr3.1.6a- Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the intended meaning and revise accordingly. 
 
PRESENTING  
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
VA:Pr4.1.6a -Analyze similarities and differences associated with preserving and presenting two-dimensional, three- dimensional, and digital 
artwork. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
VA:Pr5.1.6a- Individually or collaboratively, develop a visual plan for displaying works of art, analyzing exhibit space, the needs of the viewer, 
and the layout of the exhibit. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
VA:Pr6.1.6a- Assess, explain, and provide evidence of how museums or other venues reflect history and values of a community. 
 
RESPONDING  
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
VA:Re.7.1.6a- Identify and interpret works of art or design that reveal how people live around the world and what they value. 



VA:Re.7.2.6a- Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
VA:Re8.1.6a- Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant contextual information and analyzing subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
VA:Re9.1.6a- Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art. 
 
CONNECTING  
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
VA:Cn10.1.6a- Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interests and concerns that could be investigated in art-making. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding. 
VA:Cn11.1.6a- Analyze how art reflects changing times, traditions, resources, and cultural uses. 
 

NJSLS (ELA or other areas): 21st Century Skills and Career Ready Practices: 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, 
drama, or poem to listening to or viewing 
an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what 
they “see” and “hear” when reading 
the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

CRP6-Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP2-Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP8-Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
CRP11-Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Technology Standards: 
 
8.1.8.D.2- Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content.  
 

6th GRADE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question- 
What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative thinking? What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How 
does collaboration expand the creative process? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be developed. 
Essential Question- 



How does knowing the contexts histories, and traditions of art forms help us create works of art and design? Why do artists follow or break from established 
traditions? How do artists determine what resources and criteria are needed to formulate  
artistic investigations? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings-  
Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions in pursuit of creative art making goals. 
Essential Question- 
How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a particular direction in their work is effective? How do artists and designers learn 
from trial and error? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and art-making approaches. 
Essential Question-  
How do artists and designers care for and maintain materials, tools, and equipment? Why is it important for safety and health to understand and follow 
correct procedures in handling materials, tools, and equipment? What responsibilities come with  
the freedom to create? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility while developing and creating artworks. 
Essential Question- 
How do objects, places, and design shape lives and communities? How do artists and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, 
places, or systems? How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively communicate?  
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings-  
People create and interact with objects, places, and design that define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives. 
Essential Question- 
What role does persistence play in revising, refining, and developing work? How do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? How does 
collaboratively reflecting on a work help us experience it more completely? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Artist and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique, reflecting on, revising, and refining work over time. 
Essential Question- 
How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods, and processes are used to select work for preservation or presentation? Why do people 
value objects, artifacts, and artworks, and select them for presentation? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings-  
Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, venues, and criteria when analyzing, selecting, and curating objects artifacts, and 
artworks for preservation and presentation. 
Essential Question- 
What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the 
viewer? What criteria are considered when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a collection?  
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and or 
when deciding if and how to preserve and protect it 



Essential Question- 
What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts, and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? How 
do objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, preserved, or presented either by artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a record of 
social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and understanding. 
Essential Question-  
How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our 
responses to art? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the 
natural world, and constructed environments. 
Essential Question- 
What is an image? Where and how do we encounter images in our world? How do images influence our views of the world? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world. 
Essential Question- 
What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer "read" a work of art as text? How does knowing and using visual art 
vocabularies help us understand and interpret works of art? 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings- 
People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
Essential Question- 
How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might criteria vary? How is a personal preference different from an evaluation? 
Enduring Objectives/Understandings- 
People evaluate art based on various criteria. 
Essential Question- 
How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art attune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness 
and understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities through art-making? 
Enduring Objectives/Understandings- 
Through art-making, people make meaning by investigating and developing awareness of perceptions, knowledge, and experiences. 
Essential Question- 
How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art 
preserve aspects of life? 
Enduring Objectives/Understandings- 
People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions with and analysis of art.  
 
 
 



UNIT 1-Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art through Line, Color, and Pattern.  
Approximate Pacing- 1.5-2 weeks. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Line, color, and pattern 
● Color Theory 
● Composition 
● Elements and Principles 
● The characteristics of different art historical styles. 
● The relationship between various art historical styles, time 

periods and contemporary forms. 
● Qualities of color. 
● Use them elements of color within a work of art. 

 
 
 
  

Students will be able to: 
Identify the elements of line, color and pattern. 
Use variety of lines within a work of art (straight, wavy, thick, thin, 
long, short and contour). 
Develop knowledge of color theory. Utilize color theory and color 
schemes within a work of art. 
Use a variety of media to create a composition (e.g. oil pastels, 
chalk pastels, acrylic, watercolor, etc) 
Utilize the elements and principles of art when creating, describing 
or critiquing a work of art. 
Create and Identify patterns using fine art/ digital techniques within a 
composition.  
Apply/identify pattern in the repetition of shape or form within a 
composition.  
Demonstrate an ability to alter color as desired. 
Describe color for its physical and emotional qualities. 
Demonstrates color theory and the color wheel. 
Demonstrates creativity and technical skills in the production of 
visual art. 

Cross-curricular connections: 
Connections can be made to ELA, Math and Social Studies. 

UNIT 2-Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art through Space and Proportion  
Approximate Pacing- 1-2 weeks. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Space and Proportion 
● Space can be positive or negative, open or closed within a 

work.  

Students will be able to: 
Identify space and proportion in one's own work and in the work of 
others.  
Utilize perspective techniques within a work of art. 



● Perspective is an art technique that creates an illusion of a 
three dimensional space on a two dimensional surface.  

● The relationship between various art historical styles or periods 
and contemporary forms.  

● Creative processes and problem solving. 
  
 

Employ the element of space when creating or analyzing a work of 
art.  
Use a variety of media to create a composition (e.g. oil pastels, 
chalk pastels, acrylic, watercolor, etc) 
Utilize the elements and principles of art when creating, describing 
or critiquing a work of art. 
Develop an understanding of how the visual arts relate to other 
subject matters.  
Compare the characteristics of art in historical and cultural contexts.  
Demonstrate creativity and technical skills in the production of visual 
art. 

Cross-curricular connections: 
Connections can be made to ELA, Science, Math and Social Studies. 

UNIT 3-Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art through Shape and Form 
Approximate Pacing- 2-2.5 weeks. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Shape and Form 
● Shape can be geometric or organic. 
● Three dimensional forms can be shown on a two dimensional 

surface.  
● The relationship between various art historical styles or periods 

and contemporary forms.  
● Creative processes and problem solving. 

  
 
 

Students will be able to: 
Identify shape and form. 
Demonstrate creating both geometric and organic shapes. 
Utilize shape and form to create non-objective, abstract or realistic 
pieces using two-dimensional or three-dimensional processes. 
Use a variety of media to create a composition (e.g. oil pastels, 
chalk pastels, acrylic, watercolor, etc) 
Apply observational drawing techniques within the creation of a work 
of art. 
Develop an understanding of how the visual arts relate to other 
subject matters.  
Compare the characteristics of art in historical and cultural contexts.  
Demonstrate creativity and technical skills in the production of visual 
art. 

Cross-curricular connections: 
Connections can be made to ELA and Social Studies. 



UNIT 4-Discovering the Elements and Principles of Art through Realism 
Approximate Pacing- 3 weeks. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Realism  
● The characteristics of what identifies a work of art as realistic. 
● Value, light and shadow has a direct affect on a realistic piece. 
● Realism can be seen through historical, modern, and 

contemporary works of art. 
● The relationship between various art historical styles or periods 

and contemporary forms.  
● Creative processes and problem solving. 

 
 

Students will be able to: 
Utilize the elements and principles of art to create a realistic work. 
Explain realism and attributes associated with creating a realistic 
work of art. 
Develop an understanding of how the visual arts relate to other 
subject matters.  
Compare the characteristics of art in historical and cultural contexts.  
Demonstrate creativity and technical skills in the production of visual 
art. 
 

Cross-curricular connections: 
Connections can be made to ELA and Social Studies. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

At the completion of a topic/unit for the 6th grade cycle art class a variety of summative assessments will 
be utilized to see if students have maintained mastery/ progressing mastery of the concepts. Assessments 
include: 
-Rubric 
-Final Reflections 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period) 

Throughout the topics/units covered in the 6th grade cycle art class, there are multiple means of formative 
assessment to monitor and track student learning towards meeting learning objectives. Some of these 
formative assessments include: 
-Checklists 
-Exit tickets 
-Technology assisted assessments 
-Observation 
-Peer and Self Assessments 
-Progress Reflections 
-Goal Setting  



Performance Tasks  (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to  perform  to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

-Final projects  
-Portfolios  

RESOURCES 
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and Performing Arts 
National Core Arts Standards 
Masterworks of Art 
The Museum of Modern Art  
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
The British Museum  
Various teacher created resources- Powerpoints, handouts, and reference materials.  

Modifications for Learners 
Modifications for Special Education, English Language Learners, Support and Gifted Learners  

Struggling learners:  The following techniques will be utilized with struggling learners: 
Scaffolding will be used throughout all units/ topics. 
Small group instruction 
Written list of instructions 
Extra Time 
Visual Organizers  
Graphic Organizers  
Restating directions 
Use extra wait time 
Model 
Use hands on experiences 
Utilize visual models  
 
Enrichment:  The following techniques will be utilized with enrichment learners: 
Scaffolding will be used throughout all units/topics. 
Differentiation with advanced/high level materials and techniques 
Student led discussions and learning 
Student product choice 
Additional open ended tasks 



Incorporate problem solving activities and techniques 
Promote critical thinking 
Promote creative problem solving 

 
ELL:  
Visuals are used  
Pre-teach vocabulary 
Activate prior knowledge 
Identify big picture concepts 
Build in time for re-teaching and repetition 
Connect to previously taught lessons and techniques  
Provide work banks 
Model expectations and behaviors  
Provide a final product example 
Word walls with pictures 
Personal Anchor charts 
Scribe 
ESL teacher can pre-teach the lesson vocab before introducing concept in the classroom 
Verbal prompting 
Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before answering questions 
Small group instruction 
Technology assistance- Chromebooks and Ipads  

Learning Path 
Multiple strategies will be utilized. 
Demonstrations 
Modeling  
Small group instruction  
Small group and individual conferences 

 
 

 


